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Amendment falls.  

Return to B.

Amendment replaces original motion and 

becomes substantive motion to which 

further amendments can be moved.  

Return to B.
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Debate of Motion (B)

Is an amendment 

proposed? (C)

Is amendment 

seconded?

Mover of motion speaks 

now (5 minutes 

maximum) to explain the 

purpose of the motion.

Seconder can speak 

now (3 minutes 

maximum) or reserve 

their right to speak later 

in the debate.

DEBATE CONCLUDED

Return 

to A

Is there an alternative 

motion?

Is motion carried?
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Mover of original motion 

has right of reply

Amendment put to the 
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Is amendment carried?

NO

There is no 

right of reply for 

the mover of 

the amendment

RULES OF DEBATE

Simplified diagram showing how decisions might be reached.

Item is introduced by the Chairman.

Chairman invites questions (numbers may be limited).  Director or representative responds.

YES

Mover replies at end of 

debate

Motion put to the voteDebate of amendment

Debate of motion 

continues

Motion Proposed (A)

Is motion seconded?

Motion falls

This will normally be the 

recommendation in the 

report.  

If it falls, another motion 

may be put.  Alternative 

motions should be tabled in 

writing whenever possible.


